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[bookmark: _GoBack]In-County International Anti-Corruption Day Celebration Petition Statement Presented to Honorable O Jay Godfavor Morris, Jr., Superintendent of Margibi County

Kakata, Tuesday, December 9, 2025 

Whereas, Corruption, defined by Transparency International as the abuse of entrusted power and authority for private gain, is pervasive in Liberia and considered one of the major causes of the Country’s gross underdevelopment and the poverty-stricken conditions of its citizens, despite being endowed with natural and other valuable resources; 

Whereas, Liberia is a signatory to the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) and other key international anti-corruption frameworks such as the African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption (AUCPCC), Economic Community of West African State’s Protocol on Corruption,  as well as Liberia’s current development agenda: the ARREST Agenda for Inclusive Development (AAID), particularly Pillar 4 on Good Governance and Rule of Law with Pillar six being keen on combating corruption in Liberia;

Whereas, despite the establishment of the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission, General Auditing Commission, Office of the Ombudsman and passage of critical laws such as the Code of Conduct for Public Officials, Whistle Blower Protection Act, and Witness Protection Act, the incidences of corruption remain high in Liberia, mainly due to the culture of impunity and a weak enforcement regime of laws and policies;

Whereas, since the adoption of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) on October 31, 2003 and its coming into force in December 2005, with December 9 being identified as International Anti-Corruption Day, annually, Liberia and other countries around the world have celebrated the International Anti-Corruption Day (IACD) to jointly raise public awareness and highlight the effects of corruption and the need for global and national actors to unite against the menace, for improved transparency, accountability, and public service delivery;

Whereas, despite these efforts, corruption in Liberia remains pervasive, especially at local level, thus, undermining public service delivery and accountability, thereby eroding citizens’ trust in their leaders; the prevalence of the menace is among other things supported by the weak enforcement of anti-corruption laws and policies, and limited political will to decisively act against public officials, including local officials and other individuals alleged of corruption; 

Whereas, decentralizing the fight against corruption is key to ensuring that the war is inclusive and participatory, ensuring that rural citizens, especially young men and young women are adequately trained to anti-corruption issues and provided with technologies and other tools and resources to meaningfully participate in decision-making processes to demand for improved accountability and service delivery from their leaders;

Whereas, in line with Local Government Act of 2018, the County Service Center in Margibi and other counties were established to help decentralize the delivery of public services, but unfortunately, even with the coming of the County Service Centers, increased access to public services remains a challenge for most citizens of the county, especially those in hard-to-reach communities; even some citizens with close proximity to the County Service Center complained of paying more than the stipulated amount for their preferred service (s), an alleged act of corruption that does not only undermine accountability and citizens’ right to public services, but also leaves them with extra financial cost, the need to address this accountability gap in service delivery cannot be understated;     

Whereas, the protection of Whistleblowers and Witnesses of corruption is key to ensuring the safety and security of would-be reporters of corruption and that young men and women as well as other citizens and persons who wish to blow whistle or make public interest disclosures and serve as witnesses in the prosecution of corruption cases should be protected by state and national and local leaders, as guaranteed in the Witness Protection Law and Whistleblower Act of Liberia.

Whereas, the citizens of Margibi County have identified Agriculture, Infrastructure and Roads, Health, Education, and Security and Rule of Law as their development priorities until 2029, and that success in implementing projects related to these sectors and priority areas is only possible when local authorities, the County Council, County Service Center, and other decentralized structures work with citizens, civil society and community based organizations, the media, public integrity institutions and other stakeholders to properly manage, monitor and report on the use of the county social development fund and other local resources. 



Now, therefore, we the undersigned institutions – the Center for Transparency and Accountability in Liberia (CENTAL), Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC), and the National Integrity Forum (NIF), together with one hundred (100) individual petitioners, including youth, women, media practitioners, and Persons with Disabilities in observance of the 2025 International Anti-Corruption Day, with support from the Embassy of Ireland through the Governance CSOs Consortium here present this joint petition statement to you, Honorable O Jay Godfavor Morris, Jr., Superintendent of Margibi County, requesting you to take stronger actions against corruption in the County by among other things:

1. Leading by example and setting very high standards of integrity, transparency and accountability in decision-making, including but not limited to timely declaration of assets, incomes, and liabilities with the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission and management and oversight of the County Social Development Fund and other local financial and non-financial resources and assets in ways that benefit all members of the population, especially women, youths, and persons with disabilities;

2. Collaborating with public integrity institutions, civil society organizations, and other partners to conduct capacity building workshops for local leaders on anti-corruption, good governance and other frameworks aimed at mainstreaming integrity and accountability across their work and improving individual and collective performance; 

3. Holding local officials accountable for their any violation of the public financial management, procurement, local government, code of conduct and other laws governing local governance and effective and efficient management of local resources;

4. Supporting in-county anti-corruption practitioners, including youth, media practitioners, women, and others who are leading the fight against corruption, fraud, waste, bad governance, and mismanagement of public resources in Margibi County; 

5. Ensuring the protection of those who blow whistle or expose corruption and other abuses as well as individuals interested in serving as witnesses in the prosecution of corruption cases to hold the corrupt accountable; 

6. Pursuing an impartial and a holistic fight against corruption that sees no sacred cows or does not protect the interest of certain individuals and groups, in part through taking timely and appropriate administrative and other actions against local officials accused of acts of corruption and or abuse of public resources and trust.

With the above, we respectfully submit and look forward to your fullest cooperation, which is not only crucial to the effectiveness of the fight against corruption and bad governance, but also to achieving the County’s development priorities. 

We are of the view and strongly believe in the fact that when the fight against corruption is decentralized and supported at the local level with the active involvement of young people, we can win the said war, prioritize the citizens’ needs, watchfully protect public resources from waste and mismanagement, and promote transparency and accountability in public service delivery.


Done under our signatures on this 9th   day of December, A.D. 2025.

	 
________________________
              CENTAL


________________________
                  LACC


________________________
                   NIF
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